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Dear President of Ghana,

| am writing to you on behalf of Amnesty International, a global movement of more than 10 million people
who campaign for a world where human rights are enjoyed by all. We are independent of any government,
political ideology, economic interest, or religion and are funded mainly by our membership and public
donations. We have formal relations with the United Nations, the African Union, the Council of Europe, and the
Organization of American States.

On 23 July 2020, Akua Denteh a 90-year-old woman was lynched to death in Kafaba (in the Savannah Region)
after being accused of being a witch. Part of the lynching was caught on camera and circulated online,
sparking outrage nationwide. Unfortunately, what happened to Akua Denteh is not an isolated case.

A recent report by Amnesty International, “Branded for life: how witchcraft accusations lead to human rights
violations of hundreds of women in North Ghana” (Al Index: AFR 28/9099/2025) documents the human rights
violations and abuses that women in the North East and Northern regions of Ghana are suffering as a
consequence of being accused of witchcraft.

Amnesty International conducted field research in Ghana from 26 November to 9 December 2023 and from 21
April to 8 May 2024. During this research, Amnesty International visited the camps in Kukuo, Gambaga,
Kpatinga and Gnani where people accused of witchcraft seek refuge. Amnesty International interviewed 93
people accused of witchcraft as well as dozens of stakeholders.

The testimonies Amnesty International collected point to a failure by the state to establish an environment
conducive to criminal investigations and prosecutions of witchcraft-related attacks, which contributes to the
recurrence of the accusations and related abuses.

In addition, by not specifically providing a legal framework to address the prevalent harmful practice of
witchcraft accusations, the Ghanaian authorities have failed in their duty to protect victims and potential
ones. Moreover, women have no safe places to run to when they are accused of witchcraft, as there are no
state-sponsored shelters for women victims of domestic abuse in the region despite a national law providing
for it.

Although the camps are a refuge for the persons accused of witchcraft, the standard of living there is
inadequate. The government failed to ensure accused persons who are particularly vulnerable and unable to
provide for themselves have economic and physical access to food, safe housing, and clean water.
Opportunities for livelihood are limited, and there is no governmental programme aimed at specifically
supporting victims of witchcraft accusations.

The floors and roofs of the huts in the camps are old, and some women do not have the help they need for the
upkeep of their living quarters. Because they are particularly vulnerable and unable to provide adequate
accommodation for themselves, the government has the duty to fulfil that basic need and failed to do so. In
most camps, women have to walk for hours to be able to fetch water, as piped water is inaccessible in the
camp despite a national policy to make it accessible to everyone. Health insurance and health services in the
surroundings are not enough for women who have serious or ongoing health conditions.

The prevalence of witchcraft accusations in Ghana shows that the belief in witchcraft is entrenched in several
communities and that only criminalising the practice of witchcraft accusations and related abuses would not
resolve the issue. Your government should address the root causes of the abuses by establishing coordinated
preventive measures to stop new accusations and new arrivals in the camps, including a long-term campaign
strategy to sensitise affected communities on the issue, and long-term investments in the impacted regions.
Your government should also provide reparations (including reintegration programmes) and protection to
persons who suffered abuses due to an accusation.

We hope that our concerns will be addressed with the implementation of our recommendations.

Yours sincerely, Signature
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